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MARK COLVIN: Protesters calling for the release of more than 200 missing 
schoolgirls in Nigeria have accused the government of hiring people to disrupt 
them.

Rival groups who both claim to be campaigning for the same cause have clashed in the 

capital, Abuja.

A leader of the Bring Back Our Girls campaign says the government brought in busloads of

people to stop their rally.

It's been six weeks since Boko Haram abducted the girls, but there's a glimmer of hope 

because more of the girls have escaped than previously thought.

But the violence continues, and the Islamist militants have now been blamed for killing 

another 25 people in northern Nigeria.

Thomas Oriti reports.

(Sounds of protesters clashing)

THOMAS ORITI: It was supposed to be a peaceful demonstration. Two groups gathering 

at Abuja's Unity Fountain to demand the release of the missing girls. But the protesters 

clashed, smashing chairs to the ground in anger.

Obiageli Ezekwesili is from the Bring Back Our Girls campaign.

OBIAGELI EZEKWESILI: They came and they beat the women, broke the chairs, they 

broke bottles, they did all kinds of things over the heads of very, very civil women and 

men.

(Sounds of protesters singing)

THOMAS ORITI: Members of the rival group insisted they were campaigning for the same 

reason. But Ms Ezekwesili is convinced they were sponsored by the Nigerian government 

to disrupt the rally, and as some people arrived with food, laying the items out on the 

ground to sell, she concluded that poor people from rural areas were being used.
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OBIAGELI EZEKWESILI: There were more than 30 busloads of people brought from 

hinterlands. The poor are being savaged in this manner.

THOMAS ORITI: She says her anger is directed at the government, and not the people 

involved in the violence on the streets.

OBIAGELI EZEKWESILI: Look at these citizens. They are being abused by their own 

government.

THOMAS ORITI: The Nigerian government has faced weeks of international outrage over 

its failure to rescue the girls.

Now, it's working to quash reports that the president, Goodluck Jonathan, is at odds with 

his military chiefs over what action to take next.

Doyin Okupe is a senior special adviser on public affairs to president Jonathan. He's told 

the BBC there's no disagreement within the government.

DOYIN OKUPE: The government is very focused and the government is determined to 

ensure that the girls are brought back safely, and that's the immediate task that the 

government is facing.

THOMAS ORITI: Mr Okupe says it's unlikely the girls will be moved to another country. He

wouldn't be drawn on whether the government has spoken to Boko Haram and despite 

assurances the girls would be saved, he couldn't provide a timeline for their release.

But it appears the government is working against the clock, as the militant group continues

to murder innocent people.

Nigeria's director of military information, Major General Chris Olukolade, has confirmed 

another attack in the northern town of Buni Yadi.

CHRIS OLUKOLADE: The casualties stand at 12 soldiers and 13 policemen, as revealed 

by the initial investigation into the incident.

THOMAS ORITI: It's the same town where 58 students were killed in a pre-dawn attack 

earlier this year.

Boko Haram has been blamed for both incidents, as well as another attack in northern 

Cameroon yesterday where three soldiers were wounded.

Major General Olukolade couldn't confirm a timeline for the rescue of the girls either, but 

there is some positive news from the government. More of the schoolgirls have escaped 

than previously thought, with an additional four reuniting with their families.
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There are still 219 missing. Hanwa Saddiq says her sister is one of them.

HANWA SADDIQ (translated): The government should not try to use violence as this 

might get the girls killed. So please, they should be careful in whatever they are doing to 

secure the release of the girls.

THOMAS ORITI: Back on the streets of Abuja, Obiageli Ezekwesili, says she won't stop 

until the girls are home safe.

OBIAGELI EZEKWESILI: We are going to keep standing until we compel the necessary 

action that would lead to the recovery, the rescue of the Chibok girls. They must be 

brought back alive.

MARK COLVIN: Protest leader Obiageli Ezekwesili ending Thomas Oriti's report.
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