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ELEANOR HALL The husband of a pregnant Pakistani woman who was stoned to death 
by her family is vowing to fight for justice for her.

The 25-year-old was attacked outside a court in Lahore and despite her husband's pleas, the 

police standing close by refused to act to protect her.

As Thomas Oriti reports.

THOMAS ORITI: It's a crime that's even shocked the United Nations Commissioner for Human 

Rights, Navi Pillay.

It's a case that involves 25-year-old Farzana Iqbal.

She was leaving the High Court in Lahore on Tuesday when she was surrounded by 12 attackers.

Police say her father, brothers and a former fianc were among them.

They threw bricks at her until she was critically injured. She died later in hospital.

She was five months pregnant.

Her husband, Muhammed Iqbal, told the BBC the police failed to do anything.

MOHAMAD IQBAL: What happened is very bad, very bad. The police were silently watching. 

We were shouting for help. Nobody listened. They watched Farzana being killed, and didn't do 

anything. It's shameful. It's inhuman.

THOMAS ORITI: It seems the reason Farzana Iqbal's family turned on her was all to do with an 

arranged marriage.

She was engaged to her cousin, but married the man she loved, Muhammed Iqbal, instead.

Her relatives sought revenge through a so-called honour killing.

Her husband is demanding that police ensure every one of the attackers face the courts.

Police Chief Mujahid Hussain says the case is being investigated.
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MUJAHID HUSSAIN (translated): She married the man she loved. Her parents filed an abduction 

case against them. They were here for their case in the High Court. The incident happened on 

their way to court. We arrested a few of them and others are currently being investigated.

THOMAS ORITI: Farzana Iqbal's lawyer, Ghulam Mustafa Kharal, says her father has been 

arrested on murder charges.

GHULAM MUSTAFA KHARAL (translated): We submitted a first information report at Mazang 

Police station. Her father Azeem was arrested and the police are investigating the matter. We are

waiting for details.

THOMAS ORITI: The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, is demanding 

answers from the Pakistani government.

She says the fact Farzana Iqbal was killed outside a court shows a serious failure by the state to 

provide security for someone who was obviously at risk.

Lahore is considered one of Pakistan's more liberal cities, but even so, the public is mixed in its 

reaction.

PAKISTANI MAN (translated): It's all about honour. She disobeyed her family, she disgraced them,

she deserved to die.

PAKISTANI MAN 2 (translated): It's a crime, not just against this woman, but against the whole of 

our society. It's a bad thing for Pakistan.

THOMAS ORITI: Human rights groups say about 1,000 Pakistani women are murdered every 

year by their families in the so-called "honour killings".

Dr Jan Ali is from the Religion and Society Research Centre at the University of Western Sydney.

JAN ALI: Pakistan could be called a traditional society where honour is very important. It is a 

currency that family or people use to exchange goods and services. For instance, if you don't 

have honour and you need, let's say, some loan, you will not be able to get that.
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ELEANOR HALL: That's Dr Jan Ali from the University of Western Sydney, ending that report 

from Thomas Oriti.
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